BUCKET 4-3

(Alzhemer) *for Monday*
On Monday, the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Health considers a Senate Bill creating the Office of Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Dementia Service Coordination at the State Department of Health. The agency’s report Chronic Disease Prevention Service estimates, in 2025, there 76,000 Oklahomans age 65 and older with Alzheimer’s, a 13.4 percent increase over 2020. The report says the industry’s workforce will need to increase 558 percent by 2050.
 
(OCCplugging) *for Monday*
The House Appropriations Subcommittee on Natural Resources considers SB1319 to provide financial relief for homeowners whose property was contaminated by an abandoned well. The Oklahoma Corporation Commission Plugging Fund currently receives $1.6 million from which, on average, 58 wells are plugged each year. The agency estimates there are more than 22,000 unplugged or improperly plugged wells in the state. The Senate Fiscal Summary of the bill notes the agency believes that each $100,000 granted in remediation assistance would prevent the plugging of 4 wells. Most recently, the Mitch Meredith family of Ft. Gibson was forced to evacuate their dream home when oil contaminated water came up through the homes concrete slab. The OCC has not determined the source of purging water. The family believes a previously unknown well beneath their 5-year-old home is the cause for the contamination.

A bill in the House would provide financial help to homeowners, whose property is contaminated by purging fluids from abandoned oil and gas wells.   Purges from abandoned wells is becoming common place with over 150 instances over the last five years. There are an estimated 22-thousand long abandoned oil and gas wells scattered across the state. 

 
(elkplan) *for Monday*
The State Senate Agriculture and Wildlife Committee will take up a House bill to establish a plan and outline for a comprehensive study of the elk population within the Special Northwest Zone. The study will assess current population levels, trends, habitat and usage. The study will also develop science-based management recommendations to ensure long-term sustainability of the elk population and health of the ecosystem. The Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation actively manages the state’s elk population and reports unmanaged elk have overpopulated their available range degrading their habitat. An estimated 5,000 elk are primarily found in the Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge with smaller herds on private lands in Kiowa, Comanche and Caddo Counties.


(tinytim)
It’s official name is geocarpon minimum. The plant was only discovered in Oklahoma in recent years mainly because it is so small. It’s more common name is Tiny Tim.  For Amy Buthod (buh-thod) a botanist at the University of Oklahoma finding Tiny Tim is a regular search.  
  Tinytim1..q..tiny..:07
The ongoing drought however has not been good for the plant which is about to be de-listed from the endangered species list.  Most of what Amy finds is dead or dying.  The plant is critical for its roll in holding top soil in place. 

It’s known as Tiny Tim. A very small plant found in recent years to be growing across parts of Oklahoma.  The federal government is moving to  take the plant off the endangered species list believing it is vibrant and spreading.  Amy Buthod (buh-thod) is a botanist at the University of Oklahoma.
  Tinytim2..q..data..:10..
Buthod searches regularly for the tiny succulent which is about the size of a dime. However, not only are their far fewer of the small plants but those she finds are dead or dying for lack of rain.

The federal government believes a plant known as Tiny Tim, is vibrant and spreading so it can be removed from the Endangered species list.  That’s not how a botanist from the University of Oklahoma finds the plants current condition.  Amy Buthod (buh-thod) says geocarpon minimum wasn’t found in Oklahoma until 2023 and now they are even harder to find.
  Tinytim3..q..seed..:09..
The cause, a severe lack of rain.  Tiny Tim is about the size of a dime but it’s critical to holding top soil in place. 

(tset)
The woman who has lead the Tobacco Settlement Endowment trust says 14 years at the helm is enough.  Julie Bisbee has worked at TSET since 2019, taking over as its executive Director in 2012.  Bisbee leaves as the legislature makes yet another attempt to take over the trust to use it’s 2-billion dollar trust fund however it wants instead of what voters mandated years ago that it be based only on improving the health of Oklahomans. 

The search as begun for a replacement of the Executive Director of the Tobacco Settlement endowment Trust.  Julie Bisbee has lead the organization since 2012.  She leaves as lawmakers continue their effort to take over the trust which voters isolated from politicians when it was created to ensure the 2-billion dollar fund is focused on improving the health of Oklahomans. 

14 years of running the state tobacco settlement endowment trust is enough.  Radio Oklahoma’s Ken Johnson reports on the departure of TSET’s Executive Director.  
(tsetvcr) ‘of oklahomans’ :26sec


(murder)
Oklahoma City police using a DNA sample have arrested 33-year old Cordell Wilson for the murder, rape and abuse of an 85-year old woman.  The body of the victim was found in her home back in December.  A DNA sample found on the victim was put through a database and it matched with a sample from Wilson.  He is being held in the County jail under a 10-million dollar bond. 

The body of an 85-year old Oklahoma City woman was discovered in her home back in December.  She had bruises covering her body and police launched a murder investigation.  A DNA sample was found on the woman’s body that was run through a database. It came back as a match to 33-year old Cordell Wilson.  He is now in the Oklahoma County jail facing murder, rape, and a number of other charges.  

(felonfound)
43 years ago, David Vaquera (bah-Keh-rah)violated probation for a deadly DUI crash in Los Angeles.  Using a series of fake identities, the 63-year old Vaquera managed to avoid capture, living a life in Oklahoma City.  He is being held without bond, in the Oklahoma County jail on a hold for California.

Back in 1983, David Vaquera (bah-Keh-rah) was driving while intoxicated and caused a deadly car crash in Los Angeles.  He was put on probation but disappeared. 43 years later, Sheriff’s Deputies found Vaquera living in Oklahoma City.  He is now in the county jail without bond, on a hold to be returned to California.

(traffic)
Rural Roads and work zones are becoming increasingly dangerous in Oklahoma. One of the findings of a new study by Trip, a non-profit transportation research group.  Their study finds the states rate of fatal crashes is 19-percent above the national average.  The group blames speeding as one of the major causes for the high rate of road deaths. Not buckling up was also blamed. It’s only a 20 dollar fine for not using a seat belt.

Driving in Oklahoma is becoming more dangerous.  A new study by a non-profit transportation research group finds the fatality rate on Oklahoma roads is 19-percent above the national average.  The group TRIP, lists speeding and lack of seat belt usage as two major causes for the death rate.  Listed as most dangerous, work zones and rural roads. 

Driving in Oklahoma is becoming more dangerous.  Radio Oklahoma’s Ken Johnson has the story.  
(trafficvcr)  ‘belt’ :26sec

(kirt1)
With a 12-point-79 billion dollar state budget agreement unveiled recently. Senate Minority Leader Julia Kirt doesn’t see it addressing issues facing state residents.
  (kirt1) ‘lives’ :11sec
The appropriation is 1 percent higher than the allocation for the current budget year.  House Speaker Kyle Hilbert says having a budget agreement in hand early can prevent having such an agreement ‘crammed down everyone’s throat’ at the last minute.  Kirt adds that democrats were not involved in the negotiations.  

Addressing the biggest challenges for Oklahomans lives were not included in the budget agreement revealed this week.  Senate Minority Leader Julie Kirt didn’t see much to help people in the document.
   (kirt2)  ‘their work’ :10sec
The 12-point-billion-dollar budget is one percent higher than the allocation for last year’s budget.  Kirt points out the process wasn’t transparent and is hopeful more discussion about the agreement will occur. 

State senate democrat Carri Hicks says the proposed state budget agreement isn’t enough to help teachers even though it contains a small raise of 2-thousand dollars  to address system outcomes.
  (hicks1)  ‘the needle’ :08sec
Hicks says the increase in private school vouchers will generally help those with high incomes in the state.  She notes the process of crafting a budget was anything but transparent. 

(rushtoend)
Legislative leaders did what seemed impossible to accomplish. Reach a budget deal two months before adjournment. Democrats are warning the sped up process leaves much unaddressed and they predict the real goal of GOP leadership is to adjourn the session well before the end of May. So members facing tough re-election battles can hit the campaign trail.

It’s clear, the GOP leadership of the state legislature is in a hurry.  Reaching a budget deal two months ahead of mandated adjournment and now appears to be headed to an early end of the session.  Democrats say it’s all about getting out of the state capitol and on the campaign trail. They warn, the hurry up will leave many issues unresolved.

(recall) 
Another consumer product recall. A California-based pharmaceutical company has expanded its national eye drops recall. More than 3 million bottles that were distributed to retailers, including Walgreens, CVS and Rite Aid drug stores, are now affected. It is not known whether there have been any adverse effects related to the recall. 

(bond) 
Voters in Pryor are being asked to approve a 98 million dollar school bond proposal. If approved Tuesday, 73 million of the funding would go toward construction of a new seventh- and eighth-grade center. Another 19 million would be used to expand the football stadium, with the remaining funds dedicated to ongoing maintenance needs, including roof repairs and HVAC upgrades. 
District leaders say taxes tied to existing bonds are expiring, meaning residents would not see a tax increase if the new bond is approved. 

(federal verdict)
A federal jury returns a 126-million-dollar verdict against the City of Moore and former police sergeant Kyle Lloyd.  In 2019, he was speeding in his personal car to take a key to his patrol car to another officer for the annual “shop with a cop” event when Lloyd’s vehicle collided with an 18-year-old’s car.  The officer resigned in 2021 and plead guilty to first-degree manslaughter for a fatal crash which killed Emily Gaines, a Moore High School senior.   The jury reached the 126-million-dollar verdict. An appeal is expected.

(winner) 
A Sequoyah High School student wins 25 thousand dollars for college and a 10-thousand-dollar technology grant for the Boys & Girls Club of Tahlequah. Peyton Proctor won the awards by designing a cell phone cover that bested more than 11 thousand other entries in a contest sponsored by Cox Communications and Otterbox. The winning design is available online and at Cox locations. A portion of the proceeds will go to the Boys & Girls Clubs of America.  

(wxaware)
Chance of severe storms this evening and overnight. Storms could bring hail and high winds and a low threat of tornadoes. 

It’s a day to stay weather aware. Multiple waves of severe storms are expected statewide, with a slight risk of tornadoes. The first wave of storms is expected to develop late this afternoon, bringing hail, damaging winds and the low tornado threat. The second wave hits late tonight and is mostly a flooding threat.

(injurycrash)
A rollover crash in Sperry Thursday leaves six people injured. One person is listed in critical condition. The Oklahoma Highway Patrol sys the crash happened when one driver heading south swerved to avoid a deer. The vehicle crossed into the opposite lane hitting a ditch and rolling over twice. The driver of the vehicle was transported to a hospital. The five passengers in the vehicle were treated for minor injuries. 

(finalday)
Today is the final day for candidates to file to run for state or federal offices. Since the filing period began April first, nine people have filed to be a candidate for governor. Two for Lt. Governor and six have filed to run for State Superintendent of Public Instruction. And there are now three candidates who want to fill DHS Secretary Markwayne Mullin’s senate seat. The filing period ends at 5 p.m. 

The filing period ends today for those who are running for state and federal offices. Radio Oklahoma’s Ann Roberts reports. 
(finaldayvcr) “5 p.m. today”  :19 sec

(TU)
Tulsa University advances to the NIT championships, beating New Mexico Thursday 74 to 69. Tulsa will meet Auburn in the championship game Sunday night in Indianapolis. Game time is at 7 p.m. on ESPN 2.

(thunder)
The Oklahoma City Thunder beat the LA Lakers last night 139 to 96. The win keeps the Thunder ahead of the San Antonio Spurs to keep home-court advantage in the playoffs. Shai Gilgeous-Alexander led the scoring last night with 28 points. 

(badjoke)
Oklahoma City police are investigating one of their own for a bad April fool’s joke. The call to 9-1-1 from the officer reported they were in pursuit after a baby had been thrown from a moving vehicle. The call  resulted in a multi-agency response. OKC police said the call came from within the department and now an internal investigation is underway. Under state law making a false report that initiates police response is a misdemeanor punishable by jail time, a fine or both. 

An April Fool’s joke leads to an internal investigation at the Oklahoma City Police Department. Radio Oklahoma’s Ann Roberts has details. 
(badjokevcr) “a fine or both.”  :22 sec

(murderrape)
DNA leads police to the man they believe murdered an elderly Oklahoma City woman in December. 33-year-old Cordell Wilson is being held on a 10-million-dollar bond and is charged with first and second-degree murder, rape, abuse of a vulnerable adult and aggravated assault and battery. 85-year-old Ray Balch was found dead in her home December 9th. 


(freecows)
A return to the wild west for parts of Oklahoma under a bill that clears a House Committee. It allows for cows to roam freely across certain county roads that happen to cross over pasture land.  Representative Rande Worthen.
  Freecows..1…q..property..:11
A provision to hold the driver of the vehicle liable for any damages they might cause was removed from the measure. It now goes to the Full House for a vote. 

There would be parts of largely western Oklahoma where cows could freely graze even across county roads.  That’s under a bill that has cleared a House Committee. Representative Rande Worthen explains.
  Freecows2..q..county road..:11..
A part of the original bill was removed that would held a driver liable for causing any damage by hitting a cow. The measure now moves to the House floor.

(settlementcap)
Under a bill passed by the Senate, any judgement or settlement of a wrongful dismissal lawsuit involving a faculty member in higher education must be limited.  The measure has now cleared a House Committee. Representative Toni Hasenbeck.
  Settlement1..q..suit..:09.
Hasenbeck says the bill is in response to huge lawsuit settlements in public schools costing property owners higher taxes for sexual abuse cases involving school personnel. 

A measure to cap settlements for faculty members in higher education who win a wrongful dismissal lawsuit clears a house committee. Representative Toni Hasenbeck explained the bill is needed because of large jury awards costing taxpayers a lot of money.  
  Settlement2..q..school..:13.. 
The bill limits settlements or judgements to 2 years of a faculty members salary. The bill now moves to the House Floor. 

A bill to limit how much money can be awarded to  faculty members in higher education for wrongful dismissal clears a House Committee.  The measure caps the money award to 2 years of a person’s salary.  Representative Toni Hasenbeck says the bill is in reaction to large jury awards in public school sexual abuse cases. 
   Settlement3..q…money..:12..
There was over a minute and a half of tense silence as the committee chairman waited for a do-pass motion.  It finally came and the bill advanced to the House Floor. 

(voterid1-2)
Members of the house rules committee advance a constitutional amendment requiring an identification card to vote.   Speaker Kyle Hilbert claims there is broad support for Senate Resolution 47.
   (voterid1)  ‘of democrats’ :12sec
Democrat member Representative Ellyn Hefner supports putting the question to voters but wonders if it will make it more difficult for handicapped or disabled people to vote. If approved, voters would see the issue on a special election ballot on August 25th

Senate joint resolution 47 to put to a vote of the people a voter identification requirement, clears a House committee.  Democrat Representative Ellyn Hefner is concerned how that will impact disabled voters even though she supports the bills concept.  
  Voterid2..q..that..:05..
The proposed constitutional amendment now goes to the full house. If approved, it would appear with other constitutional amendments on the August 25th ballot. 

Members of the house rules committee advance a constitutional question requiring an identification card to vote.   Radio Oklahoma’s Ken Johnson has an update.  
(voteridwrap) ‘voters’ :29sec

(nugget recall)
A recall for chicken nuggets sold at Walmart stores. The dinosaur-shaped nuggets are being recalled because they may contain unsafe levels of lead. The nuggets, sold by Dorada Foods under the brand name Great Value, pose serious health risks, especially to children and pregnant women. If you have any theyshould be discarded or returned to a store.

A recall for chicken nuggets sold at Walmart stores. Radio Oklahoma’s David McCollum has the details.
(nuggetrecallvcr) :21 …returned to a store


(pharmacies)
Protecting small and independent pharmacies, especially in rural Oklahoma, is the goal of State Senator Jonathan Wingard. He says, for too-long, pharmacy benefit managers, or PBMs, have been improperly undercutting reimbursements for prescription drugs to pharmacies.
(pharmacies1) :10 …money they deserve
Fewer than 300 small Pharmacies filed 150,000 appeals through the attorney general’s office last year and the PBMs lost 96 percent of those appeals. The measure is now in the state house.

Bad business practices – that’s how State Senator Jonathan Wingard describes the actions of pharmacy benefit managers or PBM’s. The senate approved his bill to end the PBM practice of deliberately undercutting prescription drug reimbursements to Oklahoma’s small and independent pharmacies.
(pharmacies2) :08 …of this bill
About 300 small pharmacies filed 150,000 appeals to the attorney general’s office last year seeking proper reimbursement. They prevailed 96 percent of the time. A 100 dollar fine would be assess for every successful. The money goes directly to the pharmacy. The bill is now in the state house.

Pharmacy Benefit Managers, or PBMs, began in the 1960s to help control drug costs. State Capitol Reporter Trey Davis has details on a bill to end allegedly poor business practices by PBMs that hurt small pharmacies.
(pharmaciesvcr) :22

(nobenefits)
An author of two bills to ensure no undocumented people get state benefits, confirms the measures were created on urging from White House Advisor Stephen Miller.  The bills have cleared the House and are in a Senate committee.  They would require state employees to use a federal system to verify citizenship and report any one illegally trying to get benefits to ICE officials.

On the urging of White House Advisor Stephen Miller, Oklahoma legislative leaders filed two bills to track and report any undocumented persons filing for state benefits. Both bills have already won approval in the House and are now in a Senate Committee.  State employees would be required to use a federal verification system and report to ICE anyone who turns up to be undocumented.

(oppositiontoschool)
A new coalition of Jewish leaders, teachers and families is asking to step into a lawsuit filed by another Jewish group that wants a tax supported Jewish charter school in Oklahoma.  The group filed a motion to intervene in the suit filed by the Ben GamLa organization that claims religious discrimination for their application being rejected.  The new Coalition argues the effort violates the state constitution something already upheld by the U.S. Supreme Court.

The lawsuit filed against the state for not accepting a tax supporter Jewish Charter school has a new group seeking to enter the case.  A coalition of Rabbi’s, teachers and families is seeking to intervene in the case arguing the effort to create such a school violates the state’s constitution which the U.S. Supreme Court upheld earlier. The Jewish groups lawsuit alleges religious discrimination for why the state rejected its plan.

(crude)changed BC Friday morning
A big jump in commodity prices for the U.S. benchmark West Texas Intermediate crude to over 111-dollars a barrel.  The world benchmark, Brent Crude is at 109 dollars a barrel.  Increasing shortages of crude supplies worldwide is putting more upward pressure on prices of American crude oil. The Presidents nationwide address did not dimmish that pressure. Prices will change during the day.


Commodity prices spiked following the Presidents nationwide address.  West Texas Intermediate had the biggest spike to over 111 dollars a barrel.  Brent Crude is below that at around 109 dollars a barrel.  Apparent escalation of the Iran War is credited with putting more upward pressure on oil prices.  The prices will change throughout the day. 

(murder)
Accused of a murder back in 2023, Michael Hernandez is back in custody.  The killing happened in Texas, but Hernandez was found hiding out in Love County Oklahoma.  Hernandez was arrested and charged after the killing of Michael Zepeda but failed to show up for his most recent court hearing.  He is in custody awaiting extradition to Texas.

An accused killer on the run from Texas is captured in rural Love County Oklahoma.  Michael Hernandez was charged in the 2023 murder of Michael Zepeda.  He failed to show up for a recent court hearing prompting an arrest warrant.  Hernandez is in custody awaiting extradition to Texas

(organ donation 1-3) 
April is Donate Life month. More than 800 Oklahomans are currently awaiting an organ donation. OU Health Transplant Institute’s Dr. Paolo Martins 
(organ1) :04 ...an organ 
Martins says organ donations could impact as many as 8 people, while cornea, bone, tendon, valve and skin donations could benefit more than 50 people. 
 
This month is Donate Life month. The decision to donate organs or tissue is important not only for the recipients, but also for the donor. OU Health Transplant Institute's Clint Hosteler says the decision to donate is important. 
(organ2) :15 ...tissue donors 
More than 800 Oklahomans are currently awaiting an organ donation.  


More than 800 Oklahomans are awaiting potentially life-saving organ donations. OU Health Transplant Institute's Dr. Paolo Martins says it’s not just organ donations that are important. 
(organ3) :08 ...with tissue 
Martins says there is no better time to donate than during Donate Life Month.  


(trophy) 
The Navy’s Strategic Communications Wing One, based at Tinker Air Force Base, is a recipient of the 2025 Omaha Trophy in the Global Operations category. The award honors top units supporting the nation’s deterrence mission. Presented since 1971, the Omaha Trophy is sponsored by the United States Strategic Command and the STRATCOM Consultation Committee, a group of Omaha-based civic leaders.  


